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ASHING']['ON — As reports of
insider trading shook the se- "
curities industry in the spring-of
1987, Rep. John Dingell rose to ad-
dress a gathering of senior 'execu- -

tives of securities - firms. . Like a
stern and disapproving father,. Big
John, as the powerful -Michigan

. Democrat is known on. Capitol Hill,
- -gazed out-at his auchence and - told-.-‘

them curtly: B
““This is-not a speech in praise of

the integrity of the securities indus-

_ try, dismissing-you:to go off ‘to

_cocktail parties-and continue as be-
. fore. And:don’t bother tellmg me, °,
‘Dingell, it can’t be done,’ because if
you don’t immediately set to. _putting -
your houses in order it w1ll be done ‘
" for and to :you.” :

No more than five minutes later,

the imposing, 6-foot-3-inch Con- -
gressman Dingell abruptly left the-

" room.
FOR THIS, the seourities. execu-

tives had paid a speaking ‘fee. In .

return, they had been treated to a
“. typical John Dingell performance:
- brusque, blunt, and belligerent. -

“In Washington, which is a town.:

of backstabbers, it’s refreshing to

have a guy look you in the eye'and .

tell you what he’s going to do,” says.

.- Stan Brand, former counsel to the '
. House of Representatives.

For more than three decades,

John Dingell has used his bluntness

his intellect, and the sheer force"of .

~ his personality-to fxght his way. to

the pinnacle of power in. the. House‘

of Representatives.. .-
As chairman of the Energy an

Commerce ..Committee, he wields’

decisive influence on a wide range

- of issues; from the environment to

natural gas, from the automobile

industry to the securities industry,

from airbags to telev;sxon broad-
casters.

He also has consxderable clout as

 chairman of the House Oversight -
and Investigations Subcommittee.

From that post, he -has.launched
inquiries that have forced senior

officials of President Reagan’s ad- '

ministration to resign. His power is "
such that it may be exceeded in all

of Congress only by House Speaker

- Jim Wright of Texas, and Dan Ros-

tenkowski, chairman of the House,

: If of the leglslatlon approved by i
.Congress . passes before his steely
gaze. Want-a change in the Clean
Air Act? See John Dingell. Interest-
ed: in a mew securities’ law? Ask
ingell. How about relaxing
essDoctrme for broadcast— ‘

Some suggest Mr. Dmgell’s com-
mlttees have unlimited reach. Rep.
" Dennis Eckart, Ohio. Democrat of
entor, a large. miiral-sized photo-
“if:+a:-congressional hearing
aken by satelhte in orbit,
W Wathed in clouds

.,Tﬁl .high* and the mlghty do not
" “awe John. Dmgell For example:

g ‘secretary Big John'once threatened
. tohold him in contempt of Congress.

~ > AnneBurford, former Environ-

.. mental Protection ‘Agency director: -
Big John’s investigation forced her

resignation. b :

» Michael Deaver, former White

- House aide: His' testimony before vy

Big John’s . committee led to lns L

" conviction of perjury.. G e

_ If anything, Mr. Dmgell whose

- temper «is legendary throughout

_ ‘Washington, is' the most widely
_feared member of the House.

:“Hé’s a bully,” says Joan Clay-
"hrook, president of Public Citizen;a =

Ralph:Nader" lobbying group. Leon

Billings, a former aide to Sen. Ed-

of Mame, says, “John L

; SUCH DESCRIPTIONS tend t01

i make Big John smile. He likes-to."

*. describe. himself as a “poor Pohsh" e
' from ‘Detroit.” i

: ‘ reputatxon as the House’s
~ ‘meanest, smartest, toughest, .and
bluntest' man.: On the wall of his--
; Dearborn office is a cartoon depxct- ;
" ing-an alligator with a gavel sitting
‘behind a committee table watching
" several mutilated witnesses. It
snaps: “Thank you, gentlemen, for -
your very . enlightening testimony.”
“This is not a place for the weak,
for' the foolish, for the stupid,” Mr. .
* Dingell says. “It is a place which
‘requires a great deal of toughness,
- not infrequently a fairly good dollop
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Ways and-Means Committee, whxch ‘
wrltes the natmns tax laws

HE HAS SO expanded his. two
'coxmmttees_ scope that more than







