@Congress of the United States
Waghington, DE 20515

January 9, 2006

Kenneth M. Meade, Inspector General
United States Department of Transportation
400 7" Street S.W. Room 9210
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Inspector General Meade:

We write with great concern to a serious issue occurring at the Detroit Metropolitan
Airport’s air traffic control tower. Over the last year, air traffic controllers have been getting sick
while on the job. Many of these illnesses are attributed to black mold that has been found within
the tower itself.

We have written two letters to the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regarding this
issue, and while we are told by the FAA remediation efforts have been conducted, we continue
receiving calls from our constituents that work in the tower that they are getting sick when they
enter the tower. Two of the more severe health cases amongst the air traffic controllers leave
them in a leave without pay status, pending their Office of Workers’ Compensation Programs
(OWCP) claim, due to the effects of their illnesses. Numerous others have been utilizing
excessive sick leave due to mold related symptoms or illnesses.

We are also informed by the National Air Traffic Controllers Association (NATCA) that
their efforts to work with FAA officials to solve the problem have been met with a reluctant and
inadequate effort to alleviate the black mold problem. We believe that the Inspector General
should investigate the black mold remediation process at Detroit Metropolitan Airport.
Specifically, the Inspector General should examine the following questions:

1. If remediation efforts have been concluded, why are air traffic controllers continuing
to fall ill? Has a proper and complete mold inspection and remediation been
conducted at the facility, including direct sampling, air sampling, physical intrusive
inspecting?

2. Has remediation occurred in the elevator shaft of the air traffic control tower?

For over a year, this has been a serious issue at Detroit Metropolitan Airport, and yet
some of our constituents are still getting ill when they enter the air traffic control tower. It is
important that those who work at the tower know that the black mold has been remediated
properly. It is equally important that the flying public know that the air traffic controllers who
help guide them into Detroit Metro know that they are healthy and able to do their jobs safely and
effectively.

Sincerely,

. Kilpatrick
Member of Congress
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