April 5, 2000

The Honorable Rodney Slater

Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation

Room 10200, S-1

400 Seventh St., S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20007

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Airline competition is an issue of great concern to consumers, especially now as the number of air travelers, ticket prices, and airline delays increase while airline competition at many airports decreases and customer treatment declines. I commend your efforts to increase competition at some of our nation’s airports and hope you will do the same in the near future regarding slot-controlled airports.

The Wendell H. Ford Aviation Investment and Reform Act for the 21st Century (AIR 21) was signed by President Bill Clinton on April 5, 2000. The law eliminates slot controls at Chicago O’Hare International Airport (O’Hare) by July 1, 2002, and at LaGuardia Airport (LaGuardia) and John F. Kennedy International Airport (JFK) by January 1, 2007. It also increases the number of slots available at Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport (National).

Slot controls have resulted in consumers having fewer choices for airlines and flight times at these airports. Incumbent airlines also have been able to prevent new entrants, such as low fare carriers, from obtaining slots at slot-controlled airports. Additionally, slots and the anti-competitive actions of incumbent airlines have forced consumers to pay higher fares than they would in a competitive environment.

I am pleased that slot controls will soon be abolished at three of the four slot-controlled airports and that the fourth airport will have its number of slots increased. I remain optimistic that slot controls at National Airport eventually will be eliminated.

Prior to the elimination of the slot controls at the Chicago and New York airports in 2002 and 2007 respectively, AIR 21 provides interim authority for the Secretary of Transportation to grant exemptions to new entrant air carriers or limited incumbent air carriers so they can provide service at these airports. Additionally, the Secretary has the authority at National Airport to pursue the goal of increasing competition by granting new entrant carriers exemptions to offer service at the airport. I believe that new entrant low fare carriers should be granted full consideration for the exemptions at these airports.

I know you are aware of the competitive benefits that new entrant low fare carriers bring to consumers. The U.S. Department of Transportation issued a report in 1997 regarding the change Southwest Airlines effected when it began servicing several city-pairs from Providence, Rhode Island. The report states that in the year after Southwest began serving six city-pairs from Providence, the number of flights increased, and the average fares in those markets decreased by more than 30 percent.

In the interest of increasing competition at O’Hare, LaGuardia, JFK and National airports, I hope you will do everything in your power to ensure that new entrant carriers, especially low-fare carriers, are granted the opportunity to offer service to these airports.

With every good wish,

Sincerely yours,

John D. Dingell

Member of Congress

