March 21, 2000

The Honorable Sonny Callahan

House Appropriations Subcommittee

On Foreign Operations

H-150, the Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

As you begin consideration of the FY 2001 Foreign Operations Appropriations bill, we would like to express our deep appreciation for your past efforts to protect and strengthen U.S. assistance to Lebanon. Because of these efforts, the Administration has maintained an assistance program to Lebanon that fulfills our commitment to assist American educational institutions and continue important development work in rural villages.

As you know, providing sufficient aid for Lebanon was challenging last year. Fortunately, a bipartisan coalition formed and, with your support, was able to secure $15 million in economic assistance to Lebanon, including $4 million for scholarships and other direct assistance to educational institutions. Last year’s earmark was necessary both to continue Lebanon’s highly successful Rural Community Development Clusters Program and provide assistance for American educational institutions. We are gratified to know that U.S. officials in Lebanon are now working with the American University of Beirut (AUB), the Lebanese American University (LAU), and International College (IC).

However, we are concerned that the Administration’s FY 2001 international affairs budget request provides only $12 million in economic assistance for Lebanon. This funding level would limit the effectiveness of American educational institutions in Lebanon and jeopardize our development efforts in rural areas. The Administration’s request is also not in accordance with last year’s bipartisan, bicameral support for a $15 million funding level for these programs.

We urge you to maintain and strengthen last year’s bill and report language concerning Lebanon in the upcoming FY 2001 Foreign Operations Appropriations bill. The Administration will not provide assistance at an adequate level unless required to do so. We regret that an earmark and explicit bill language is necessary and appreciate your reluctance to earmark funds. Unfortunately, the State Department has given us no other alternative.

The American educational institutions promote and maintain American interests in Lebanon and have proved to be one of our most effective foreign policy tools in the region. As the Lebanese rebuild their country, they will depend on the intellect, skill, and energy of their people. Investing in American educational institutions assist Lebanon by producing these skilled leaders vital to the rebuilding process. Moreover, our assistance reaches all segments of society if scholarships can be provided to less fortunate, deserving Lebanese.

Please contact us with any questions or concerns. Attached is draft report language for your review. We look forward to working with you as the FY 2001 Foreign Operations Appropriations bill moves through Congress, and thank you in advance for your consideration of this matter.

With every good wish,

Sincerely,

John D. Dingell

Member of Congress

