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Gov. Rick Snyder: "It is time to build the bridge’

—
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Moving forward on NITC further accelerates
Michigan's economic recovery and strengthens the
reforms Michigan is undertaking on all levels.

We must invest in the future to compete domestically and globally.
Michigan can do this is by maximizing our
special and close economic relationship
with Canada. The Canadian government is
a proven, dependable and willing partner.
Our critical partnership is built on more than
just international trade. Many people use the border to travel to
work, visit family or to enjoy their neighbor's waters, parks and
recreation.

Unfortunately, the trade crossing at Detroit-Windsor is currently
dependent on only one main facility, the Ambassador Bridge.

In recent years, vehicle lines waiting 16 hours to cross the border at
the Detroit River demonstrated a need to improve the transportation
system's redundancy and connectivity to other links in the
transportation network.

Before our economic downturn, trucks were backed up for miles on
both sides of the border. Today, traffic and trade are increasing. In
2010, there was a 17% increase from 2009 in commercial traffic
between Michigan and Canada, and trade increased by 45%. We
expect and hope they will continue to grow.

We need NITC now. Not only is it the only bipartisan bridge
proposal with the necessary local, state and federal approvals, it
also has widespread community, corporate and small business, and
political support from the southern state line all the way to the
Upper Peninsula.

The federal government has approved plans for the public bridge,
including location, design and engineering. More important, NITC
has completed all preliminary environmental work. Furthermore,
Department of Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood has allowed
for Michigan to use the Canadian loan for current highway and
roads projects that Michigan is unable to begin due to lack of
matching dollars, helping Michigan to build the roads of today while
also building the bridge of the future.

Canada's $550-million dollar offer (to be repaid by tolls, not through
taxes) combined with private-sector funding provide Michigan and
the U.S. with a bridge that will not cost Michigan taxpayers a cent
and will significantly bolster our economy.

NITC is a win-win for Michigan, the U.S. and Canada. Delaying its
construction any longer puts Michigan at an economic
disadvantage and costs Michigan businesses access to a valuable
trading partner.
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