March 20, 2000

The Honorable C.W. Bill Young

Chairman, Committee on Appropriations

H-218 Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable David Obey

Ranking Member, Committee on Appropriations

H-218 Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Young and Congressman Obey:

On behalf of the State of Michigan and the 12,000 men and women of the Michigan National Guard, we request your support in resolving critical funding problems facing the Army National Guard (ARNG) and Air National Guard (ANG). As National Guard and reserve components are increasingly called on in times of need, it is important these units are fully equipped to perform their assigned missions.

Recently, the Michigan National Guard has made us aware of their concerns over readiness. Of particular concern are funding shortages in ARNG full-time manning and ARNG and ANG military construction.

The Army National Guard’s zero risk requirement for Technician and Active Guard and Reserve (AGR) is 84,000, of which 73,693 have been validated as essential field requirements when assigned against deployment criteria. Of this essential field requirement, the ARNG requires as a minimum 23,500 AGR’s and 25,500 Technicians for full-time support. The President’s FY2001 budget provides resources sufficient for approximately 23,957 Technicians and 22,430 AGR’s, reflecting a shortfall of 1,543 and 1,070, respectively. To ensure unit readiness in Michigan and across the nation, these slots must be filled.

The other area of concern is Army and Air National Guard Military Construction (MILCON) funding. An increased operation tempo, new equipment, tighter security requirements, and training and mobilization needs require substantial funding. We have been informed $5.6 billion in ARNG and ANG MILCON projects have been backlogged. It is important the most vital projects in Michigan and throughout the nation are completed. We urge you to reduce some of the backlog by allocating $500 million for ARNG MILCON and $200 million for ANG MILCON.

As you begin the process of allocating scarce dollars for the many important discretionary and military accounts, we ask that you keep in mind the challenges currently facing the men and women of the National Guard. We thank you in advance for your consideration on this matter.

With every good wish, 

Sincerely,

John D. Dingell 

Member of Congress

