March 13, 2002

The Honorable Jim Kolbe

House Appropriations Subcommittee 


On Foreign Operations

H-150, The Capitol

Washington, D.C.  20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

As you begin consideration of the FY 2003 Foreign Operations Appropriations bill, we would like to express our deep appreciation for your dedicated work to protect and strengthen U.S. assistance to Lebanon.  Because of the Foreign Operations Subcommittee’s work, Congress has maintained an assistance program to Lebanon that fulfills our commitment to assist American educational institutions and continue important development work in rural villages.

With your support, a bipartisan coalition was successful in increasing aid to Lebanon to $35 million in economic assistance in Fiscal Year 2001.  Last year, we were able to maintain this level of funding and, by employing a hard earmark, strongly affirm congressional support for the Lebanese aid package.  The Fiscal Year 2001 and 2002 earmarks were necessary both to continue Lebanon’s highly successful Rural Community Development Clusters Program and provide assistance for American educational institutions.  Because it is vital to Lebanon’s rebuilding efforts and regional stability, we must continue to allow these proven programs to flourish.  Accordingly, we write you in support of maintaining the current funding level for these programs.  We also request that the Subcommittee again utilize a hard earmark to guarantee that monies allocated for Lebanese programs are provided in a manner consistent with the intent of Congress.   

Lebanon’s stability is essential if any effort to bring lasting peace to the region is to be successful.  In May, 2000, Israel withdrew its troops from south Lebanon for the first time since 1978.  While this was an encouraging development in the long-term prospects for peace, the Israeli withdrawal created a great need for the United States and the international community to assist the people of that region.  Particularly at this trying time, we must continue to take advantage of the opportunity for the U.S. to help bring stability to southern Lebanon.  

Recognizing the need and timeliness of increased Lebanese assistance, the 106th Congress passed and the President signed H.R. 4811, the FY 2001 Foreign Operations Appropriations Act, providing a legislative earmark of $35 million for USAID programs in Lebanon.  Last year’s hard earmark in H.R. 2506 allowed USAID to continue its important mission, and unambiguously affirmed support for American efforts to assist Lebanon as it rebuilds after years of turmoil.    

The American educational institutions promote and maintain American interests in Lebanon and have proved to be one of our most effective foreign policy tools in the region.  These American educational schools unmistakably stand for freedom of expression and understanding among the region's diverse peoples, nations, and religions.  As the Lebanese rebuild their country, they will depend on the intellect, skill, and energy of their people.  Investing in American educational institutions benefits Lebanon  by producing these skilled leaders vital to the rebuilding process.  

We support $6 million of the total assistance package to Lebanon in FY 2003 for direct support and scholarships to these institutions.  U.S. assistance reaches all segments of society when scholarships are provided to less fortunate, deserving Lebanese youth.  In addition, we support continued and expanded funding for programs and projects through the schools that contribute to the development of Lebanon.

The USAID Mission in Lebanon, with its special focus on Rural Community Development Clusters, has been successful in steering the country toward the goals of peace, a democratic society, and a market economy.  Lebanon is struggling to recover from years of war and has substantial infrastructure needs that must be met.  The USAID program in Lebanon helps meet these needs and, at the same time, demonstrates considerable goodwill at a critical time.

Please contact us with any questions or concerns.   We look forward to working with you as the FY 2003 Foreign Operations Appropriations bill moves through Congress, and thank you in advance for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

______________________________                        ______________________________
______________________________                        ______________________________

______________________________                        ______________________________

______________________________                        ______________________________
______________________________                        ______________________________

______________________________                        ______________________________

______________________________                        ______________________________

______________________________                        ______________________________

cc: Hon. Nita Lowey, Ranking Member
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