June 7, 2000

The President

The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I applaud your diligence and decision to continue to work toward building a lasting peace throughout the Middle East based on fairness to all parties in the region.  Certainly, your tireless efforts to usher a new era of cooperation, trust and stability in this most troubled area will be noted in history and be a large part of the Clinton Administration’s legacy.   

As you know, Israel withdrew the last of its troops from south Lebanon two weeks ago.  I believe this was both a wise and courageous move on the part of Prime Minister Barak, and will do much to improve the prospects of negotiating future peace accords in the Middle East.  However, much must now be done in south Lebanon to guarantee the Lebanese government has the ability to rebuild infrastructure, reestablish order and the rule of law by civilian authorities, and prevent further bloodshed from occurring along the Lebanese-Israeli border.  Accordingly, I write you today to urge you to include aid and assistance to Lebanon in a future supplemental appropriation request to Congress, particularly one stemming from a peace agreement between Israel and either the Palestinian Authority or Syria. 

The Israeli withdrawal marks a new era in Lebanon.  Lebanon has been crippled by violence since the outbreak of civil war in 1975.  It has been both torn apart by outbreaks of violence between different segments of Lebanese society and served as the battleground for numerous foreign armies or their proxies, including Israel, Syria, Iraq and Iran.  Additionally, Lebanon has had to face numerous challenges brought on by the presence of nearly 400,000 Palestinian refugees, whose struggle with Israel has had serious repercussions for Lebanon.

As an elected member of Congress from Metro Detroit -- home of nearly 220,000 Arab Americans, many of Lebanese descent -- I have heard numerous first-hand stories of the Lebanese tragedy.  I have heard of the loss of homes and property, the destruction of villages, violent deaths and mayhem.  But I have also heard stories of hope, and of a strong belief that Lebanon will continue to rebuild and reclaim its place as a regional leader in finance and commerce.

I would note that the guerilla forces who occupied south Lebanon immediately after the Israeli withdrawal have demonstrated remarkable restraint thus far both in preventing reprisals against those suspected of collaborating with Israel and refraining from launching attacks on Israel.  However, with disputes still unresolved with Israel, there is a fear that further attacks against Israeli targets by guerilla groups will occur and Israel will retaliate by attacking Lebanese civilian targets.  Such attacks by Israeli warplanes inflicted an estimated $45 million in damage in February and an additional $40 million in May.  Therefore, it is of critical importance that the Lebanese authorities have the ability to govern south Lebanon.   

It is my understanding that your Administration has promised Israel $300 million for redeployment efforts. I agree with the argument that Israel must have a secure border to protect its citizens, because the withdrawal did not necessarily guarantee attacks will permanently cease along the Lebanese border.  However, the withdrawal also did not eliminate the challenges faced by Lebanon.  Clearly both sides of the border must be secure in order for both Israel and Lebanon to be protected.   

American assistance to Lebanon would be a wise investment for our country as the Lebanese work to build a strong nation.  It would also demonstrate American goodwill and a willingness to assist all parties to peace in the Middle East.  I thank you in advance for your consideration on this important matter.

With every good wish,

Sincerely yours,

 John D. Dingell

Member of Congress

